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SUBJECT: SOVIET VETERANS DELEGATION VISIT TO US 
REFS: A) STATE 97625; B) MOSCOW 5978 (VISAS EAGLE/SPLEX) 

1. SOVIET EMBASSY HAS CONFIRMED SOVIET SIDE'S WILLINGNESS 
TO LET SOVIET VETERANS VISIT TO US SLIP BEYOND PROPOSED 
MAY 7 ARRIVAL DATE, WHICH WE HAD TOLD EMBASSY ON APRIL 26 
(REFTEL A) WAS NOT PRACTICAL. WE ASSUME THAT SOVIET 
VETERANS DELEGATION WILL NOT NOW PURSUE VISA APPLICATIONS 
(REFTEL B) WITH ETD OF MAY 7. MAIN US VETERANS ORGANIZA- 
TIONS ARE OF COURSE NOT PREPARED TO RECEIVE A SOVIET 
DELEGATION ON MAY 7. 

2. IN CONVEYING AGREEMENT TO SEEK ALTERNATE DATE AFTER 
MAY 7, SOVIET EMBASSY OFFICER EXPRESSED HOPE (WHICH WE DID 
NOT ENCOURAGE) THAT US VETERANS DELEGATION COMING TO USSR 
FOR V-E CELEBRATIONS COULD BRING CONCRETE PROPOSALS FOR 
DATE AND PROGRAM OF RETURN VISIT. WHILE US DELEGATION IS 
UNPREPARED TO PRESENT SUGGESTIONS AND HAS NO MANDATE TO 
NEGOTIATE A RETURN VISIT FOR SOVIET VETERANS, VISIT WILL 
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PROVIDE USEFUL IDEAS FOR HOSTING SOVIETS IN US. WE 
EXPECT TO MAKE GOOD USE OF DELEGATION S SUGGESTIONS 
IN ENCOURAGING AMERICAN HOST ORGANIZATIONS TO ORGANIZE 
APPROPRIATE PROGRAM FOR SOVIET DELEGATION VISIT HERE, 
AND WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH SOVIET EMBASSY REGARDING 
THIS FOLLOWING MAY DAY HOLIDAYS. FYI. DEPARTMENT (CU) 
PLANS TO AUTHORIZE PARTIAL IV GRANTS TO SOVDEL TO 
COVER TRAVEL WITHIN US. OTHER COSTS IN US TO BE COVERED 
BY US VETERANS ORGANIZATIONS. END FYI. KISSINGER 
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